The Growth of Sudan Communications
of time and money it is at least conceivable that the
Suakin-Berber route might have been selected, but the
financial stringency in Egypt and foreign activities in
the neighbourhood of the Upper Nile combined to enforce
both speed and economy in the conduct of the coming
operations.
One other course remained : to build a railway across
the desert from Haifa to Abu Hamed and then to extend
it southwards along the Nile Valley. Little was known
of this route. The Arabs who patrolled the country from
their headquarters at Murat Wells said that there was no
water, that the ground was good for camels over such
parts of the route as they knew and that there were no
high hills lying athwart the proposed line. Translated
into language of the engineer this meant that the building
of railway embankment would be easy, that there would
probably be no very difficult ground to traverse and that
the progress of the railhead would be rapid. On the
other hand, there was no water, for the need for speed
and economy forbade the possibility of taking the railway
by the Wells of Murat.
The Sirdar decided to launch the railway from Haifa.
The plan which he framed for the conduct of the future
operations may here be briefly indicated. The railway
to Kerma would be finished in May and would tfaea
begin to carry stores and supplies for the army in Southern
Dongola, and to transport the additional river-craft which
the army would need as soon as its advance began. Work
on the desert railway would begin forthwith and would be
carried on with such labour and rolling stock as could be
spared from the service of the Kerma line. Upon com-
pletion of the Kerma line the whole of the construction
stag would be transferred to the desert railhead which
would then be pushed forward with all speed.
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